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AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR

SUBJECT: SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Embassy San Salvador extends a warm welcome to you.  We look forward to your arrival. Recent changes to the Government of El Salvador’s (GOES) duty-free policy require that the Shipping and Customs Office receive in advance original signatures from you, on local government forms, which we may send you via courier to a physical address that you can provide to us.  
2. Shipping HHE and UAB: 

Please email the following documents to ponceva@state.gov before your arrival:  

(a) Please provide us via email with a legible, signed  and valid copy of your diplomatic passport , and also copy of your orders.

     (b)
 Copy of the complete packing/inventory list of your HHE and UAB shipments. 

     (c)        A valid mailing address, in order to expedite the arrival and customs clearance of your shipments, the embassy will mail a package of forms that must be physically  signed by you,  and returned to us as soon as possible.  If the forms are not received prior to your arrival, there will be significant delays in the customs clearance process.  

FIREARMS:  Please contact the RSO for firearm importation permissions at ssrsous@state.gov
____ 
ALCOHOL:  The GOES does not permit alcohol within UAB or HHE shipments.
2. Shipping a Privately Owned Vehicle (POV): Please review the following points when deciding whether or not to ship a personal owned vehicle.  If you plan to drive to El Salvador, you need to receive permission from RSO, and please inform the Shipping and Custom section in advance.

(a) 
The attached “Vehicle Importation Worksheet” should be filled out and e-mail it to ponceva@state.gov as soon as you determine that you plan to ship a vehicle.   

(b) 
Copies of the following documents should be e-mailed to ponceva@state.gov before your vehicle is shipped to Post.  Upon your arrival to Post, please visit the Shipping and Customs section to provide the originals of the below mentioned documents:  

i.
Original Title under the employee’s name, OR in the case of a loan, please 

provide the following:

1. Original Letter from the bank stating that the original title is being held by them. 

2. Original Notarized copy of either the title of ownership or the certificate of title.

ii.
Bill of Sale, loan document, or similar certificate that proves purchase price.


iii.
Legible copy of the JF-49 VEHICLE SHIPMENT document required by DOS at the shipping point.  ALL these documents must clearly show the name of the employee as the owner of the vehicle.

(c) 
The vehicle MUST arrive to El Salvador after the employee arrives at Post.    

(d)
Only one vehicle may be imported on a duty free status..  Golf carts, motorcycles, etc. are considered vehicles and count against the limit.

(e)
The importation of right-hand drive vehicles is not permitted in El Salvador.

(f)
If your vehicle is more than eight (8) years old from the date of fabrication when it entered the country, you cannot sell the vehicle in El Salvador. It must be re exported upon your departure.   If your vehicle is 8 years old or less when imported, and subsequently reaches the eight (8) year limit during your tour, you may sell it upon your departure. Please take this restriction into consideration before importing a vehicle into El Salvador.


(g)
LICENSE PLATES are provided by the GOES +-two months after the car has been cleared from customs. There is a $50.00 fee to be paid in cash after your arrival.  Until you receive the license plates you can drive your vehicle inside El Salvador only with a 60-day permit provided by Customs.  
4. PETS:  Please note that some vaccinations should be administered more than one month before travel.   Please review the following information carefully and visit your veterinarian early.  Procedures may vary depending on the shipping season.  El Salvador does not require quarantine procedures for dogs or cats.

In order to process pet import permits with the Government of El Salvador, GSO requires the completion of the attached “Worksheet to Process Import/Export Permit for Pets” form.  Please email the completed worksheet with a legible copy of your diplomatic passport to anayagj@state.gov and   to ponceva@state.gov.   The import permit  request is processed by GSO in advance.  The cost is $9.04 and it is  usually provided by the sponsor.

The import permit is valid for 30 days and must be presented at the airport or border when clearing the pet.  The documents that must accompany the pets are:

· Original Health Certificate issued by a veterinarian at origin 
(Within 8 days of travel).
· Original vaccination records
· Import Permit (issued by the Gov of El Salvador and it is presented by Motor Pool Expeditor upon arrival of the pet at the airport).
· Export Permit (from the U.S. to El Salvador). The APHIS International Certificate 7001 is provided by a veterinarian and is usually required by airlines. (Please contact the airline in advance to confirm)
BIRDS:  The importation of any kind of bird is not permitted in El Salvador.

CATS: Necessary vaccinations administered by an authorized veterinarian
(a) 
Feline pan leucopenia vaccination certificate, issued no more than 180 days and no less than 30 days before shipment. 

(b)
 Certificate stating that cat has been treated against ecto and enco parasites, issued no more than 180 days and no less than 30 days before shipment.

DOGS:  Necessary vaccinations administered by an authorized veterinarian
(a)
 Rabies vaccination Certificate issued no more than 365 days and no less than 30 days before shipment.
(b)
Distemper vaccination certificate, issued no more than 365 days and no less than 30 days before shipment.

(c)
Parvovirosis gastroenteritis vaccination certificate issued no more than 180 days and no less than 30 days before shipment.

(d)
 Leptospirosis vaccination certificate issued no more than 365 days and no less than 30 days before shipment.

(e) 
Certificate stating that dog has been treated against ecto and endo parasites, issued no more than 180 days and no less than 30 days before shipment.


(f)     Certificate of infectious hepatitis vaccination, issued no more than 365 and no less than 30 days                           before shipment.

Each airline has its own restrictions and regulations. Please contact the carrier prior to shipping your pets to avoid any problems.  The OBC transition center has a useful reference guide which provides contact information for each airline.  Http://fsi.state.gov/fsi/tc/document.asp?fileID=1597
If you send your pet as cargo, please bring a document to certify the value of the pet.  Duties may be applied by customs authorities based on: the price of the pet, airfreight cost, and handling cost.  
5. Please provide the following information to your current Post’s Shipping and Customs Office 
(APPLIES TO ALL AGENCIES):  
(a) We can accept most sizes and weights of shipping containers.  
For odd sized containers, please contact Shipping and Customs.

(b) HHE and POV: route via 




U.S. Dispatch Agent in Miami for forwarding to 



San Salvador, El Salvador, C.A.


UAB:  route directly to Comalapa Airport El Salvador.


(c)
Container Marking Instructions:



American Embassy

         

Name of Employee



San Salvador, El Salvador, C.A.



"Diplomatic Shipment - Do Not Open".


(d)
Ocean Bill of Lading or Airway Bill Designated Consignee:



American Embassy



Name of Employee



San Salvador, El Salvador, C.A.
/
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